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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: An Event, A Procedure, and An Opinion

1. The Bartram Trail Conference is hosting a very unique event on October 25, a Saturday.
Featuring William Bartram'’s travels through Alabama, the all-day conference will be a stem-
winder. We are indebted to Alice Carter for making the arrangements for the PHA to participate.
The site will be the State Capitol Auditorium. Details on how to be a part of the event are
elsewhere in this newsletter. The experience will constitute our quarterly meeting. William
Bartram, the famous naturalist, has direct relevance to those of us who live in Pintlala. On his
way to Mobile, Bartram dissected the heart of Pintlala by traveling on the trail which would
become the historic Federal Road. Thomas Jefferson, who commissioned the construction of the
Federal Road, was also a friend of Bartram. Of course, they shared botanical interests. When
Jefferson moved temporarily to Bartram’s area in order to escape a yellow fever epidemic in
Philadelphia, he located near Bartram’s garden. The two friends remained correspondents for
many more years.

2. Thomas Ray has astutely called to my attention that a nominating committee should be
named soon. A few positions of leadership must be filled. Because of the nature of this month’s
program, we will be unable to entertain the report of the nominating committee. Consequently,






