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OCTORER NEETING - October 23, 1988, 2:30 P.M, Pintlala Baptist Church
Program: Annle Crenshaw - Historlan and Genealoglst

Business: A nominating committee will be named. The offices of president, secretary, and
menbers-at-large places 1 and 2 vllliu open, The nominating committee will report at the
Janvary meeting. Nominations from the floor will be received and a vote taken. The slate of
officers will assume their cduties at that meeting.

ROTES FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Food for Thoucht: *Goals are dreams vith dead!ines.® Diana Sharf Hunt

Eleta

Those of you vho could not be at our July meeting missed a treat, Vera Kraus, Hattie
Hclaney Smith and Jim Edvards gave an excellent account of the history of the Fleta Community.
Plctures and memorabilla were on display. Most Interesting were the anecdotes related by
members of the PHA, We are including excerpts from their information In this newsletter. A

tape was sent to Beunah Mae Sellers, vhom ve missed, She could have added 20 much to the
discussion.

Recently, Prank Havthorne, Bdvard McGehee, and | went on a safar! (I do not ues the word
loosely) to the old McGehee Cemetery at Hope Hull. Edvard took us through the Industrial Park
and across grown-up pastures until we reached the spot. The cemetery is so grown up that we
could identify only two markers. According to the listing made by Mirlam Brewer and Frank
Richardson In 1936 the earliest graves date back to 1827. There are Bibbs, Briggs, Crenshavs,
NcGehees, Murphys, Nolleys, Olivers, Taylors and Thompsons buried there. Abmer NcGehee, who
helped to start Montgomery, founded the Alabama Bible Society in 1852,

After our trip Frank got In touch with Mr, D.V. Moody, Chairman of the Board of the Alabama
Bible Soclety, and I, too, have talked with him and written to him. Ve hope that this historic
burying ground can be cleaned up and maintained and that some roacvay can be designated so that
the cemetery will be avallable to visitors. !

Eacly Settlers of Alabama by J.E. Savnders, 1899 has extensive genealogies back to 1600s on
some of these families, especlally Bibb, HcGehee, Oliver, Taylor, and Thompson. The reprint
edition of this book is a recent acquisition at the Lavrence Street Library.




Letters have been written to Mr. Lamar Hall of the County Road Dept. and to Mr. Xilpatrick
of the state requesting that creeks and branches in the county be marked.

Ideat! !t

1 vondered 1f perhaps the Pintiala ADY, Hope Hull Women’s Club, Snowdoun Women’s Club,
Nt. Carmel Clvic Club, LeGrand Women’s Club micht consider taking a segment of history of thelr
communities for a club program and share their research with PHA. A history of the clubs
theaseives vould be an interesting addition to our Southwest Montgomery County history. Please
consider this. Thanks. E.T.T.

JULY MEETING: (Excerpts from minutes)

There vere 45 members at the July meeting. The church was complimented on the lovely nev
addition vhere the meeting vas being held. The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $999.34
with 70 member households. Laurie Sanders brought many maps and provided coples for those who
wished to take them home. George Mosley reported that 60 members of the Mosley family from
several states and as far avay as California enjoyed the annual reunion at the Mosley homestead.
Their primary project is maintenance of the three Mosley cemeteries and these are now In good
shape, MNrs. Rene Barnett announced that a $100 donation to Ellis Isiand Restoration will permit
commemoration of an immigrant ancestor - names to be placed on a plague at the terminal. The
Intecesting program has been previousiy mentioned. MH.M.S.

FLETA COMNUNITY

by
Vera Krauvs

The early settlers vere here ducing the var between the states. They vere the Levis’, the
Pooles’ and the Sellers, The Levis’ land on the east side of Pettus Road. Benjamin Lewls
marcied Ellzabeth Talley 12/10/1854. Their daughter Belvedere, married Andrev Caffey Norman.
Their son, William Caffey Morman inherited this land which his heirs own at this time. The
Levis homesite vas approximately 174 mile south of the John Sellers Road.

The Pooles’ owned land on the west side of Pettus Road. Alfred Poole married Letitla Boyd
in 1851. They had one daughter, Alabama Poole, who married Willlam Joseph Sellers, Sr., who
gerved in the Civil War. They married 10/20/1871. The Poole home vas approximately | mlle west
of Pettus Road. The property Is now owned by an heir, V.J. (Jimay) Edvards.

The Sellers owned land on the Union Academy Road. James Anderson Sellers married Harriett
Trotter 10/1/1876, It 1s to be assumed that he bullt his home 3/4 of a mile from Pettus Road.
Land |8 now owmed by an heir, Wm. Durden Sellers. Most of the Lewis, Poole and Sellers land is
still in the hands of their descendants,

H.H. Norman married Tabitha B, Williams 10/13/1871. They owned land on the east side of
Pettus Road, some of vhich is stil] owmed by the familles of their descendants, W.H. and J.R.
Norman, Mo, Norman oerved in the state legislature.

Dr. Thomas Duncan married Zeverah Sellers. His home and offlce vere located at the corner
of Pettus and Union Academy Roads, The original office bullding is now located in the Landmarks
Center in Montgomery.

The original post office was located In Dr. Davis‘s store In the late 1800’s. It wvas
located approximately 1/2 mile north of Mt. Sinia Church, on the same side of the road. Fleta
wvas named for Dr. Davis’s vife, vho vas Mary Pleta Matthews. Around 1900 the postoffice was
moved to A.C. Norman‘s store on the S.W. corner of Pettus and Union Academy Roads, It was later
moved across the road to R.V. Horman’s store and remained there unti] It was discontinued In the
mid-thirties. The mailing address was changed to Route 1, Hope Hull.

(Note: The portion of this article about Union Academy will be included in a forthcoming report
on scheols,)
<




Dr. LEROY W. DAVIS

Vol. 2, P. 658, Published 1893.

* Dr. Leroy ¥. Davis a practici ician and and plant
- o co”.'.m.'lllm. Eu.’

i 00 ;
) . Dr. Davis Is the youmgest of a family of six sons and six ters.
2 ng. qur University and graduated in 1951 from lho’ndlul Mm G3

practiced pedicine for 6 n Newtoa Co, Ga, In 1658 he came to Nomtoumery
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in Mont: ty, vas educated in that that county and In Madisom, Ga.; vas a lady of
many accompl ts and a cevoul Nethodist, and died in Octoder 1882 lou\n'on daughter nov
the vife of Gtor&h. Shackleford. The towm of Fleta vas named after Mrs. Fleta Davis. O[r
Davis is one of oldest jiciang In the county, Be in constant practice amoag the
sxme Ic‘oumlod irty-five years and since 1861 he lived in sane house, He
was at one time couaty health offficer and I8 now 2 mesber of the State Medical Association. He
i not a politician and has lmr“ aspired to office. He owuns ower l.m acres of land,

known as the
This road is located
A pond is now on the

Ethel Todd HNote: Dr. Leroy Davis’ residence vas
Duncan-Thompson Rd. (This road has been growm ove

)
opposite Federal Rd, approximately ome-half mile in on the West side,
site.
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Nrs. Mary Mosley, Rt 1, Box 332, Hope Hull, AL 36043, Ph 288-9725 Is researching the
history of stores and grist mills In our area and wants Information and plctures, Please
share your memories, clippings and pictures for her project.

Paul Bartley, 2740 Chevy Chase, Montgomery, AL 36107, Ph 265-9755 vants Information on
Julia Francls Langley vho married Uames B. Felton of Ramer In the early 19003, He would !lke
to get in touch with the Cole Felttn family,

Margaret Reynolds Chambless 1934 Ridge Ave. Montgomery, AL 36106, Ph 265-7556 |s seeking
Information on a Miss Plynn of Snowdoun or Hope Hull md. John (?) Reynolds. Issue: 1. John
F. nd Adeline Posey; 2. Catherine C. md. Ellas Evans 12/4/1855; 3. Jenkins H Reynolds M.D.
nd. Fannle Tardy 12/20/1868 - moved to Texas: 4. Elizabeth md. Edward Durden.

DID YOU ¥HOW?: Willlam A. Read in Indian Place Mames In Alabama has the following
interpretation of PINTIALA: * Tatum in 1814, calls this stream Path-Lau-la Creek....The
flrst element In Pintlalla Is Intended for Creek opll, vhich Is Itself an abbreviated form of
opilva, ‘svamp’: the second is probably Creek lalo, “fish’. The name, then, means ‘fish
wwamp® creek.' He Interprets PINCHONA as follows: * The first element in Pinchona may be
Cieek pinva), ‘turkey’ and the second is possibly shortened from chuninitkita, ‘to stoop
while running.” In compounds pinwa is generally abbreviated to pin.*

Buttermllk Road will no longer merit the name mow that It is being paved. It Is said
that it vas called Butterm|lk Road because one could start cut with milk at one end and have
butternilk vhen arriving at the other end. At one time it crossed Pettus Road slightly nocth

gf Its present location and continued East at least as far as Butler Mill Road and perhaps
urther.

INPORMATION PLEASE!

Ve are planning a feature on schools in this area for a future newsletter. Please help
by sending any Information you may have about any school even If it Is only the name of a
school teacher at one of the early schools, Ask some of the senlor citizens about the

schools they attended. Do you have old estate papers which show tultion pald for students?
Plctures of the old schools would be of particular interest,
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OUR PIONEERING ANCESTORS

*Oh Beautiful for Pilgrim‘s feet

Vhose stern Impassioned stress

A thoroughfare of freedom beat
Across the wilderness’

Vith this Issue ve begin a series of little acticles about cur pioneer ancestors. This
series vill be very short unless you vrite and submit articles about YOUR ancestors. We would
like to have enough stories to keep this section of the newsletter Im print for many quarters.
Don‘t let them be forootten!' Please file copies of documents or a list of sources aiong vith
your article to help others who may be descended from the same person.

Many of the families who were early settlers of our area came from Georgla and South
Carolina. The typical migration pattern began In Virginia and Maryland in 1600-1700s through -
North and/or South Carolina and Georgia by late 1700s thence to Alabama in the early 1800s. Some
of the relatives of these families continued further Vest during the nid 18)9s. There vere some
less frequently used migration routes across Tennessee then doun the western side of Alabama or
nocthvard from Mobile.

The primary notivation for much of the migration was land. The lack of fertilizer as used
on modern farms meant that land could be farmed for only a few years before diminished
productivity required that *nev ground® be cleared. Many purchases of land were for acreages
large enough to assure that new fields would be available. Policies of colonial governments and
the United States encouraged settlement of nev areas; therefore fertile property elsewhere would
look very Inviting to the planter uho’had cleared all his land.

Andrew Jackson’s defeat of the Creek Indians at Horseshoe Bend led to the Creek Cession of
1814 whereby a large portion of Alabama (then in Mississippi Territory) was cpened for
settiement. In 1816 Montoemery County was formed from a portion of recently created Monroe
County. Western Georgia and BEastern Alabama were still Indian territory. The land office
managing the sale of land for this area was at Milledgeviile, Georgia until Cahaba became the
state capital In 1820, Land books from these two offices are at the Alabama Archlves.

We think of ours as the moblle generation but we find ourselves In ave of the mobility of
some of our forebears when nobllity was infinitely more dangercus and difficult. Many of the
early settlers of the Pintlala area of Montgomery Counly packed those belongings vhich were
necessary and a fev treasured keepsakes into covered vagons and set out with their famillet,
slaves and livestock to cross miles of hostile Indian territory. Once they arrived at thir
destination there vere no *comforts of home' avaiting. HNor were the women ‘*southern beller’ os
they have been depicted, These vere true pioneer vomen vho were able the face the hazards of the
frontier, raise their families In primitive conditions and vhen the need arose, manaye the
affalre of their households and farms. One of these wvomen was Lavinia Anderson,

LAVINIA ANDERSON

There are many members of the Pintlala Historical Association who are descendants of lavinia
Anderson or have connections to her family. She wvas born about 1762 In Omsiow County, Nocth
Carolina, daughter of Eleazor Brack and Esther (Doty) Brack. Lavinla vas the g-g-g-granddiughter
of Edward Doty vho came to America aboard the Mayflower in 1620. She married Elijah Anderson in
Onslov Co. N.C. about 1777 or 8. Elljah served In the Revolutionary War in North Carciina and
moved his famlly to Georgia by 1791. They lived for a time in Burke Co. and he recelved a grant
of land in Richmond Co. near Augusta in 1794 vhere they remained for several years. Their eldest
daughter Elvy was married In Richmond Co. to Villiam Shepherd In 1802 and another daughter Jane
married Young Allen in 1804. Elijah dled before 1807. In that year Lavinia reglstered the
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chlidren (as hls orphans) In the Georgia land lottery In Jefferson County, Georgla. Tax records
for that county show that Lavinia and her extended family had substantial holdings in land and
slaves,

In 1818 tvo of Lavinia’s daughters married Sellers brothers: Lavinia (Je) married William
Calvin and Elizabeth married Alfred Sellers. Willlam Calvin is the forebear of the Sellers
familles at Fleta and Sellers. Sometime In the late 1820s Lavinia and most of her large clan,
along with some of their Jefferson County neighbors, moved to Montgomery County, Alabama and
settled Jjust vest of the area vhich Is now Pintlala. Some of the land they owned was in Lowndes
County vhen it was created in 1830. In addition to Elvy, Jane, Lavinla and Elizabeth menticned
above, [avinla‘s other daughters vere Esther (Mrs. Charles Fretwell), Rebecca (Mrs. James
Hammett), Rachel (Mrs. BenJamin Percue), Sarah (Mrs. Wil)lam Moore) and Rancy, ummarried. Her
sons Elljah, Elisha, and Eleazor Anderson have a large group of descendants In our area. Elijah
and Elisha Anderson, and Lavinia‘s sons-in-lav Benjamin Perdue, Willlam Calvin and Alfrec Sellers
vere all original landowners In Township 14 near Pintlala. There s a nevspaper clipping below
about the family reunion of descendants of Elljah Ounble Anderson son of Elisha,

In the mid 1830s some of the mesbers of this family sold thelr property west of Pintlala and
became original owners of land In the Nt. Carmel-Bethlehem area. Among them were Lavinla’s
dauchters Ilvy Anderson Shepherd (widowed) and Sarsh Anderson Moore and her husband Willlam
Moore. Cranddaughters Charity Shepherd Bonham and husband Nathanie) Bosham and Elizabeth Shepherd
Brady and husband Robert Brady also established homes In the nev area and have many descendents.
There were others but these are mentioned as exanples of Lavinla Anderson’s widespread influence

on our area of Interest. There are family group sheets in the Assoclation flles showing some of
the relationships. '

The 1830 and 1840 census rec show that Lavinla vas stil] head of her own household. At
the time of her death In 1844 she owned property in Loundes and Montgomery County = her
Hontgemery County land being just north of the present end of Davis Spur in Sec 4, T 13, R 17,
Her son Elljah owned adlolning land In sections 8 and 9. A copy of the sale of her personal
property and part of her land is transcribed below. Many of those who purchased items are her
children and grandchildeen Lavinla’s daughter Elvy Anderson Shepherd followed her mother’s
example. Elvy’s husband Villlan Shepherd was killed shortly after the family arrived In Alabama,
Elvy raloed her fanily and then led them to Texas in the 1840s. An historical marker is erected
;o her honor in Gladewater, Texas stating that she built the first log cabin in Upshur County,

exas,

by Ronald and Manie Sellers

LAVINIA ASDERSOR ESTATE SALE
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Anderson Family
Holds Reunion

of the Elijsh Cum-

Altending were: Mr, and Mrs.
Luclan Anderson, Dothan; Mrs,
Winnle Davis, Hinter Station; Mr.
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MU and Mrs, J. P, Melala, Jers
ué%r,mq. and Karen Mclala,
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ple, Mr, and Mrer. Charles De-
Leog,Brute and Cralg Delong.
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LETTERS:

Ve received a nice letter from Hugh Rodgers of Columbus, GA. He refers to Marllyn Davis
Hahn’s Qld Cahaba [and Office Records 1986 editioa P 177 grants to Villis, NcOveen and

Pcitchelt in sec 6, T 13, R 17,

Mrs. C.G. Shanks of Union Springs wrote that her grandfather, Thomas A. Fovler, was
postmaster at Hope Hull In the early 1900s and he and his wife are buried at the McGehee
Cemetery. She is a descendant of Gov, Thos. Vatts (last nevsletter) and gives the following

interesting information:
, A POWLER, CONTED. 3
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LIBRARY HOURS: The Pintlala Public Libcary is open
on Wed, Thu, and Fri 1:30 - 4:00 PN and Sat 9:00 -
11:00 AN,
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HEN ™ llo-utpﬁlnnﬂlnh':;:
NEV NEMBERS VWELCOME: Mr. and Mrs. James Lanham, Kr.

708 darrers were Calvin aad
n‘::d-hr:.kl.c--cm-ﬂ:z and Mrs. VIII Bill Tankersley, Mrs. W.H. Norman, Mr
Joha Calleway, Urish Chmtwt and Charles Betts, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Todd.
fqunl Daviy, . A
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RE d:.m.cv.tt.v ADVOCATE 7
MENBERSHIP APPLICATION
Plntlala Historical Aseoclatlon
7g g n I:l a Public Libcary
Bope o1 AL 3043
$5.00 registration fee + $5.00 annu R
Note: 5’? menbers of a hounhold ace lm?:«d

¥e, ¥r. and Mrs., Mes., Ms,
Other household menbers:
Addceas,
City, State, 2ip
Phone (home) (office)
Interest Areas:

If you are interested in gencalogy please Indicate family surnames




