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JARUARY MEETING: January 15, 1989, 2:30 P.M. Pintlala Baptist Church.
Procran: HISTORIC MT. CARMEL by Lurline Hall.

Ruglness: Election of President, Secretary and Members at Large Places | and 2.

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT:

PINTLALA and south Montgomery County should now be on the map! Thanks to Mr. Ray Scott,
his friendship with President Elect George Bush, and thelr mutual Iinterest In fishing and
conservation, Pintlala had an historic visit. The good Lojd vas kind in giving us a beaut!fyl
day sandviched between grumpy ones. There are now thoge, thanks to Brooks Bollek of the

- who know how to pronounce Piatlala = *like the first syllable in pinto beans
and the first two syllables of Lala Land*. It was an exciting time for this commnity., Many
have Interesting personal storles to tell, Rleass write your *tales® and let us acd them to the
historic folder. Hopefully, 150 years from now, there will be those asking, ‘What lsportaat
people have been to Plntlala?* | personally hope that Ray Scott will coatinue his Interest In

-ard his promotion of Plntlala.

The Pintlala Bistorical Assoclation expresses Its deepest sympathy to the Edvards faally In
the loss of Jin’s mother. Evelyn Edvards vas an eathusiastic mexber of this grouwp.

Ve appreclate Mary Jane Shackelford giving to the Associatlon pictures of Pintlala School
and of early Shackelford-Mosley reunicas. These will be ca display and we will appreciate help
In lcentifying the people shown. She also gave Lo us the copy (reprinted below) of a history of
0ld Bethel Church written by Dr. Prank Shackelford in 1923. E.T.T.

OCTOBER MEETING (Excerpts from minutes). There vere 39 persons at the October 23 meeting. The
treasurer reported a balance on hand of $1057.09 with a pald membership of 84 households. A
program was presented by Ms. Annie Crenshav who discussed the ocigin of surnames and indicated
that all naves originate from four sources: how one looked, what one did, where ome lived and
whose son cse was. Interesting reports were glven by Lurline Hall who brought tombstone rutdiags
from a forgotten cemetery and by Jamie Henry who dlecussed Pederal Road, the lndians and the
early settiers. The president named a nominating committee: Chairman Kerry Brown, Louise
Newell, Divis Beary and Alice Cacter vith Jim Edvards as non-voting member representing the
board. A 'Helping Hands' Committee wvas appointed to work with researchers and coordinate
efforts at getting a book undervay.  Chalrman Catherine Sellers, Hazel Norman, Mildred Lamar,

Jullanne Hataway, Lurline Hall, Mamie Sellers, Jamle and Jeannle Henry, Frank Hawthorne and
Ethel T. Toad, N.M.S




BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

‘The Church of Christ at Bethel Moatgomery Co. Alabama territory® of the (Primlitive)
Baptist falth was established at Pintlala, fifteen mlles froa Hontgomery on the Moblle road and
one mlle south of Pintlala creek. In the year, 1819, oa Feby. 13th of that year, their
*Articles of Falth* vas adopted having been written by two of their ministers, Meyrs. Electius
Thompson and James Mclemore. In Sept. a committee was appointed to choose a place for tullding
a meeting house. At what point this house was built I8 not mow known. It was bullt of hewn
logs, and evidently had a dirt floor, for in Aug. 1820 a move was made to get moaey with which
to ‘plank the floor.* In 1833 this log house vas tocn down, and a frase bullding, 30 X 60 feet
vas bullt on a lot bought from my grandfather, George Shackelfocd, my grandfather using the old
logs in bullding a barn oa the place on which I am now living, and vhich barn I moved In 1922.

The James Nclemore mentloned above, preached for the church many years, and was called froa
Elim Ghurch, vhich vas bullt to the nocth of Montgomery. This fact Indicates that Elim vas the
first church house bullt In Montgomery County and Bethel possibly the second. Rovertsoca’s
‘History of the Early Settlers of Montgomery County® gives Antioch as the second, but Mr. Sam

Pettus, whose parents were members of Bethel, says Bethel was the second one bullt In the
county.

The congregation had a large mezbership from Its beginning, slaves being adaitted, and In
1838 It vas decided to bulld an annex for the negro members, which however was abandoned in
Sept. 1839, The membership was at times 187. The congregation could not get In the bullding,
and buggles, vagons, and ox carts were placed near the vindows to accomodate the overflow. They
alvays had a three days meeting In Sept. of each year, and at that time ‘washed the saints
feet." The attendance then was always very large.

Thelr discipline was very strict, and they 1lved up to Its requirements. They would
‘dismiss* a mesber for nonpayment of a dept, dancing, lylng, drunkenness, (although they dld not
forbld the drinking of whiskey, etc.) Faith in thelr teachings, and honesty, were thelr
outstanding characteristics.

. On July 22, 1837, a regular preacing day, an yoous question, ‘shall we allov the
Nisslonary Baptist Brethren In Bethel Church?* was found on the table. After much discussion it
was unanimously decided that they would not allow them. Robertsca’s history says they were ngt
finally excluded until October 1837 . The Missionary Baptists, after belng excluded, met it
Allen’s Spring, nocth of Pintlala creek, one mile from Bethel. This is sald to be the flrst
division into two branches In this section. ’

Hy ancestors had a rather peculiar connectica with the church. My granducther Shackelfurd
vas immersed, becoming a member in Sept. 1830. She was Annette Jeter, and her ‘two brothers,
Vashington and Merville Jeter preached there for many years. My grandfather, George
Shackelford, vas evidently of that falth, vhen he moved to Alabaza from South Carollna in 1819,
but never united with them In form, only was consistent ln upholding the church and Its.
teachings. He was largely respoasible for the bullding of the last house, asd performed the
cuty of keeping It In order for which he received $4.00 per year.

He had three children, Mary, who married Wa.(*Bill") Allen, Matt vho marrled Sophrimla
Lecbetter, and Frank, my father, all of vhom |ived and died strong In the faith, without ever
uniting with the church. My mother, who was Parens!ia Jane Watts, also shared that bellef, and
steadfastly resisted outward obedience. They all lived with consecrated service, as they sav
g;rglyln upon predestination, calling, and electlon, and were strong supportess to Bethel

The mesbership has been diminishing for Bany years, and Mrs. Ellzabeth Lew's, vidow of
Benjamin Levis, is so far as is known, the only living member. Services vere held In Sept. of
each year for many years, but they too, were discontinued In 1918,
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There was an effort made a few years ago to recover the house and retaln It as a land mark,
but falled of securing sufficlent funds, and since then It has rapidly decayed to the
disappointment of many of us who retaln seatimental attachment tovards It. Rather than suffer
viclence to our feelings towards the old tuilding and vhat It has represented these many years,
by seelng It rot and tumble down In an unsightly heap, I took advantage of a reverting clause In
the deed, and by consent of all partles concerned, tore the bulding avay, and ve are preparing
to erect In its site a monument to Its history and memory.

Adjolining the church Is a large burylng ground that has within It representatives of Bany
of the older familles of the section. [ desire and have arranged to deed this to the proper
parties and let It be for all time a treasured spot without molestation or hiadrance. Ve are
now removing the large trees, will bulld a substantial fence arcund it enclosing the church site
als0, and.beautlfy and keep It as Its Importance deserves.

Time in Its rapid flight changes In acting scemes and frequently causes us to accept

unizportant and worthless things, but the faith, earmestness, and steadfastness and hope of
these good people should serve to bulld up In us stamina and character.

Treasuring the above facts, they are written In loving resesberance.

Hope Bull, Ala. Frank Shackelford
Aprll 25, 1923

Fannle Ganey wrote from Niceville, PL glving her recollections of Alllance Hall that vas
located on Tabernacle Road. Ve would llke to get moce lntlg:utlon from others.
*1 never did write vhat | the old ‘LI (Al ) Hall School’.*
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Hc. Thomas B, Mosslev, Rt 2, Box 47 A, Clifton, Texas 76634 hopes to flnd correspondeats
anong the descendants of Robert [, Moseley who Is likely a nephev of the Robert Moseley

ancestor of many Pintlala familles. Robert D. Moseley was married to Margaret Vann who was of
Cherckee descent and related to the same Vanas that married into Will Rogers famlly, Their soa,
Mason Moseley married Lavinla Shepperd, granddaughter of Lavinla Andersca. (See Octcber 1988
Newsletter). Mason and Lavinla Moseley moved from Alabasa to Texas ia 1836. Mr. Thomas Moseley
has written a book A Moseley Genealogy. He writes that there are a number of Alabana Moseley
relations mentioned In the book - Boyds, Busseys, Howards, Shepperds, Anderscns, Clevelands,
Vaters, Robinsons, Gaffords, Matthews’, Potts, Parmers, Vaughns, Tankersleys etc. The book,

published In 1985, Is 388 pages, acld-free paper, buckras bound, and sells for $45.00 + $2.00
postage. He Is planning a sequel In which he hopes to show the Virginia ancestry of the Moseley

famlly and vill welcome correspondence with any persons interested In the Moseley and
Anderson-Shepperd faally connectlons.
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M, Fred ¥, Field, 1516 Averids Seiva, Fullerton, CA 92633 im a descendast of the Coleman
and Arsstrong faallles who were early settiers In the Hickory Grove - Devenport area. He wishes

to correspond with descendants of John Franklin Coleman, son of William Coleman (1803 - 1843)
and Mary Armstrong (1804 - 1876). John P. married Virginla Webb at Little Sandy Ridge Church in
1853, Other children of Willlam and Mary Coleman all bora in South Montgomery Co., AL between
1824 and 1842 are: Elizabeth Aan, m. Joha Pipkin Cross, Mary Louisa m. Charles E. Creashaw,
Nartha Rachel m. Rev. Azor Van Hoose, Charlotte Laura m. Rev, Willlam B. Wiatt, Caroline m.
Villlaa 5. Hagood, Hancy m. George K. Willlams, Jullus Alexander and Cormelia FPrances were
unzartied. A faally group sheet with additional Information will be filed at the llbrary.

Mr. Fleid ls editor of Coleman World newsletter and has seat Ronald and Mamle Sellers a copy
of a booklet on the history of Hickory Grove - Devenport Community - written in 1976 by Charles
D. Powell who nov lives in New Orleans. This booklet includes some records from Hickory Grove
Church asd an Inventory of the Hickory Grove Cemetery. This booklet will be oa display at the
January meeting. Also Mr. Pleld included a copy of his interesting article In the Jan 1983
Publicatica of the Lowndes County Historical Soclety coatalning the Confederate War diary of his

GGPetaer Rev. Vililam B. Viatt vhich mentlons a number of persons and churches In our area of
intesest,

BOOKS: Many of us have been puzzled by differences in the records shown In the Milledgeville and
Cahaba land books and the County tract books.We have ancestors who arrived in Alabasa much
earller than the dates shown In the land grants recorded in the tract books. Some partial
explanatioss may be found In The Formative Period in Alabaza. 1815-1828 by Thomas Perkins
Abernethy, University of Alabama Press, Unlversity, Alabama, This book Is available at the
public library. Ve reprint a few excerpts below:
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EELP WANTED: Ve will need volunteer(s) to type the newsletler for coming Issues. Can scmecne extract data

from microfilm at the Archives? The Moatgomery County Tax digests aad the U.S. Cessus recocds for our acea
are good starting places.

ﬁgl:lmx The Platlala Fublic Library Is open on Ved, Thu, and Frl 1:30 = 4:00 PY and Sat 9:00 =

NEY MEMBERS WELCOME: Landnarks Pouadatica of Moatgomery
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