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FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Daniel Boorstin is perhaps the foremost historian of our times. In an interview published by the
UNESCO courier, January 1991, Boorstin made three impressive points that are unrelated, yet
thought-provoking:

-1 Boorstin concerning slavery in America . . . “There were some slave uprisings, but
these were relatively few. I can't think that the plantation owners in the south considered
their slaves as enemies, but rather as part of the family. I'm not saying it wasn't unjust, but
at the same time that plantation wives played a very positive role in delivering babies and
looking after the health of people in the slave quarters. They considered that they had a
duty to do so. It was like a feudal community in Europe where the lord didn't consider
that he was oppressing his vassals or his peasants, he saw himself as their protector. For
many people, too, the belief in the inferiority of the Black race was very strong, They
thought that they were protecting people who were helpless or feckless. That was the
way they looked at it. You and I may find that immoral but nevertheless that was how
they saw things. They didn't feel that they were living in a fortress, that their plantation
houses would be besieged by the slaves. This did happen, but very rarely.”

pncernin i 2a . . . "We still have many problems and
many m;usnoamomommuy bmlamun:zedwhenlcomebocklotheUmedSma
from any other country and see how many different races of people and different ways of
life have been brought together. It's relatively peaceful-we've never had a religious war,
for example. The only other country in the world of which that's true is probably Japan.
We had a terrible Civil War, the bloodiest war of the nineteenth century, but it was not a
religious war.”

-3 Boorstin concerning the future . . . "Historians should not play the role of prophets.
It's difficult enough to be a historian. [ think that among the excesses which historians
should caution us against are prophecies of Utopia or Armageddon, or the beginning, or
the end. These prophecies have been made again and again, more often by religious
fanatics and by people frustrated with their own lives than by serious students of history.”

Gary P. Burton




PROGRAM PLANNED FOR OCTOBER MEETING

Alice T.Carter, pregram chairman, has planned another field
trip for our October meeting. We will meet at Pintlala Baptist
Church at 2:30 on Oct. 16th. There will be a brief business meeting.

Alice says:"We will go to the Frank Mosley home, the Tankersley
log cabin, Liberty Church of Christ,and the Ernest Garrett home.
Please join us for an interesting tour. Wear comfortable clothes and
shoes. If you are interested in a video copy give a black and white
blank video to Gary Burton. Mark your tape with your name, address.
and phone number. When the tape is edited we will get your copy to
you. In case of rain, vwe will have a speaker."

Our July meeting was delightful. A good crowd, delicious food,
and wve wvere well entertained and keptlaughing by John A.Garrett of
Snowdoun.

PHA MEMBER HONORED

Alan Davis is a member of the Society of Mayflower Descendants.
He is serving as Deputy Governor General for the Society and as
Lt. Governor for the Capital Colony. Congratulations !

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A.McCall
80 Oak Ridge Lane
Hope Hull 36043 Ph. 281-8825

DUES _NOTICES SENT TO MEMBERS

In September cards reminding members of overdue dues were mailed.
The response was great. We appreciate how easy it is to forget.
REMEMBER PHA dues shoulé be paid at our January meeting. Bookkeeping
and mailouts become complicated when we do not know your wishes.

MARKER PLACED AT BETHEL CEMETERY

When the Men of Pintlala Baptist Church.cleaned Bethel Cemetery several

unmarked graves were discovered. One of these graves was that of Julia

Lassiter Thompson, aunt of Miriam Lassiter Williams. In July 1994

Miriam and Leslie Williams had a marker placed on her grave. It reads:
JULIA LASSITER

THOMPSON
Oct 27, 1867 - Jan 5, 1955




THE ALABAMA BIBLE SOCIETY QUARTERLY
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Abner McGehee had made and lost a fortune in Georgia before
moving to Montgomery Co. in 1827.At one time he owned 10,000
acres of land and many of the most valuable lots in the heart
of Montgomery. He was instrumental in building the South Plank
Road that would go through his plantation and on to Mobile. He
built the Planters' Hotel on Court Square. The hotel burned in
1838. Abner McGehee also owned the lot on vhich the Exchange
Hotel was built. He was a large stockholder and a founder of the
Montgomery-West Peint Railroad. The largest single donation made
by him at his death went to the American Bible Society. He or-
ganized and gave the building on Dexter Avenue for the Alabama
Bible Society. At his death he superannuated his slaves and left
monies for their care.

Abner's first wife was his first cousin, Charlotte Spencer.The
first of their seven children , Harriett Louise, married Thomas
Key Jarratt.( both buried McGehee Cem) ~ ° Their second born
became Mrs. Wm.Taylor. Her husband, a wealthy planter, built the
first brick house in these parts and became known as "Brickhouse"
Taylor. ( both bur. McGehee Cem.)

He and Charlotte had seven children, two of vhom died uoung.
After Charlotte's death, he married Jane Gilmer,vidow of Thomas
Johnson. They had four children. In addition,they helped rear and
educate the eight orphan children of his brother William. After
Jane's death Abner married Mrs. Mary C.Russell Graves. They had
tvo children. In addition to 2ll of these Abner had to rear two
orphaned grandchildren and several stepchildren.

Abner gave land for the McGehee Cemetery, for a Methodist Church,
and for a school.(now the Hope Hull Woman's Club). For many years
the cemetery was beautifully maintained by Abner McGehee III(?) and
his family. Since his long illness and death the cemetery has re-
verted to chaos. With the development of the Industrial Park the
cemetery is again accessible. Caroline and Julian Elgin, for the
Pintlala Historical Assoc..,are making efforts to stir up interest
and get donations to restore this historic landmark. Frank Hawthorne,
our legal advisor, is helping with this project.Certainly Abner Mc-
Gehee, who did so much for Hope Hull, deserves to have his final
resting place preserved.

We thank Mrs. William Hornsby(Jane Owsley) for information on
Abner McGehee. Much of it was written by Clanton Ware Williams,
outstanding historian and a McGehee descendant, who gave the land
for the Hope Hull Recreation Center. Copies of this information are
on file at the Pintlala Library.

Incidentally, the Thomas A.Fowler buried there was a long time
postmaster at Hope Hull.

A word of caution to those who might visit this cemetery. Watch
for rattle snakes! We think they are bedding in some of the broken
vaults.

On October 4, Caroline ané Julian Elgin and Ethel T.Todd met with
the Aéministrative Board of Hope Hull Methodist Church. We gave back-
ground information on Abner McGehee and reported on developments at
the cemetery. They were enthusiastic and receptive to the idea that
they "adopt" the cemetery. A committee was appointed to study needs
and possible solutions. ETT







