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FROM THE PRESIDENT:

The last message written by your president ended with me
asking the Lord to let it rain to get rid of the pollen. well,
He responded right after our last historical meeting with two
gully washers. Since that April 18th date, Sprague has had
only 1.6" of rain. If it takes a public prayer, Lord, please
send us some rain.

Our prayers and thoughts have all been with the Carter
family since the last meeting. Bill meant a lot to his family
and community; we will all miss him.

Preliminary discussions regarding plans for the relocation
of the Butler Mill stone have been held. More details will
be announced at a later date.

It is hoped that everyone had a safe and happy Independence
Day.

RICKY McLANEY
Lush summer fields I dare not lie inj;

They're much too flush with ragweed pollen!
Lucinda Morken in Reminisce Magazine.




JULY PROGRAM ANNOUNCED:

July means that it is time for the annual PHA covered dish dinner:
The dinner will be on Saturday, July 15, 1935 at 6:30 pm in Whig-
ham Hall at Pintlala Baptist Church. Bring your favorite dish and
a hearty appetite and join us for an enjoyable evening of fun and
fellowship. This is a2 wonderful opportunity to recruit new members
for PHA so bring any guests that you feel might be interested in
our organization. We should bring a little extra food to provide
for our guests. The organization will provide beverages.

Our program will be presented by Mr. Larry pavidson. Many of you
may already know Larry as he serves on the Chaplain's Staff at
Baptist Hospital. He is also a very talented and entertaining

story teller. Our program will feature the stories of Joel Chandler
Harris. 1 am sure all of you have a favorite “Uncle Remus" story

so come find out more about the author of these stories and the
stories themselves.

We look forward to seeing you on July 15th at 6:30: [ATC]

DAVID MANAC (MONIAC) TO BE HONORED:

David Manac was the son of Sam Manac and Betsy Weatherford
(William Weatherford-Red Eagle's aunt). He was born in Pintlala,
probably on lands now owned by Mrs. David Murrell. As a boy he
must have roamed and hunted all of the woods in the Pintlala area2
and floated his canoe in Pinchona, Pintlala, and Catoma creeks.
He was the first American Indian, or to be politically correct,
native American to graduate from West Point. He was killed in
the 2nd Seminole War at the battle of Wahoo Swamp.

Through the efforts of Will Hill Tankersely, a West Point graduate
and history buff, a monument as designated below will be erected
at the Florida National Cemetery, County Road 4768, Bushnell,

FL 33513. MWill Hill contifhues to work on pinpointing the site

of Manac's Tavern in order to get an appropriate historical marker
erected for it. [(ETT]

VA Department of Veterans Affairs .
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OUR PIONEER ANCESTORS
NATHANIEL AND CHARITY SHEPHERD BONHAM

Nathaniel Bonham was born in North Carolina on 17 January 1796, The place of his birth is
undocumented at this time but he declared NC to be his state of birth in the 1850 and 1860 AL
census records. A likely place to search for further information about his family would be
Lincolnton, Lincoln County, NC where Revolutionary soldier Absolom Bonham died in 1794,
Information concerning Absolom's only male heir, Malachiah Bonham would probably be helpful.
There is considerable confusion in the published accounts of this family. John Bonham who settled
at Pintlala was also born in NC and we suspect that Nathaniel and John were closely related but have
no documents at this time to establish a relationship. Research into these families is further
complicated by the presence of two John Bonhams in Montgomery County in the 18203 and 30s.
The John Bonham who was the brother of Alamo hero. James Bonham. was married to Sally Pou
and they operated an inn or hostel of some sort in the town of Montgomery.

The earliest document in our file which mentions Nathaniel is his marriage license in Jefferson
County, GA where he married Charity Shepherd on April 5, 1821, Charity was a daughter of
William and Elvy Anderson Shepherd, granddaughter of Revolutionary War soldier Elijah and
Lavinia Brack Anderson. A large caravan of travelers including the Andersons, Shepherds, Sellers
and associated families left Jefferson Co, GA around I327 for the hazardous trip to  Alabama.
Nathaniel and Charity were among their number. Land records for Lowndes County, AL indicate
that they settled in the Steep Creek area west of Pintlala. Between Feb 1832 and Jan 1835
Nathaniel acquired at least 160 acres of land in Lowndes Co T14, R16 Secs 20 and 21. In Jan 1836
he became the original owner of record of 320 acres in southern Montgomery County along what is
now Hickory Grove Rd. (T13, R17, Sees 33,34 and 35) in the vicinity of Mt. Carmel. 1852 tax
records show 400 acres in his farm . At the time of his death he had 215 acres. He and his family
remained at this location until his death in 1862 and Charity's death in 1876.

Nathaniel was a trustee of Mt Carmel Church and the property which was deeded to the church
by James and Charity Matilda Bonham Chambers may have been land owned at one time by
Nathaniel. Some reports have speculated that he may have been 2 preacher but if he had been a
Minister of the Gospel one would expect that his name would appear in marriage records as
officiating at weddings in the area. We have not seen him mentioned in this capacity.

Nathaniel is buried in Mt Carmel éenduy. He is shown as Nathan and his date of death is
written June 16, 1963 and it is so recorded in the Bonham-Morrison family Bible. However
Montgomery County Probate Records clearly show that he died in 1862. His will was probated
Sept 4, 1862 (Montgomery County Will Book 4, P 263-4) and named Charity as sole executrix with
all the property to go to her. Minutes of Probate Court Book 19 - P 731 is a document which
contains a list of heirs. The estate appraisal was made on Nov 25, 1862 and is transcribed below.
Real estate tax records for 1862 name Charity as owner of the property. Personal property tax
assessments include tax on the clock which they owned.

Nathaniel and Charity Bonham were the parents of 13 children, the first four of whom were born
in Georgia. (1) William Fletcher married Martha Ann Spencer and was 3 Methodist Protestant
Minister mentioned in Anson West's History of Methodism in Alabama. (2) Margaret H. married
Jesse Mings. They moved to Texas along with the Shepherds and other families from the area. (3)
James Wesley married Mary Jane Pouncey, Their home was aear Fleta . James W. Bonham's
daughter, Martha Letitia (Babe) married Thomas J. Sellers and is Ronald Sellers' grandmother. (4)
Elvy Ann married Wesley Skipper. Her 2nd husband was George Morrison. (5) Elijah M. married
Amanda McCollum and they continued to live in the area. (6) Nathaniel S. married Mary J. Melton
. (7)Charity Matilda married James W. Chambers. They lived adjacent to Mt Carmel Church,
(8)Lavinia T. married P.T. Harwell and then Brooks. (9) Mary Ann married John R. (or




G.R) Brooks (10) Celia A. married Wade Busiman(Bozeman) (11) John 1. we information. (12)
Martha W, = died acuge 7. (13) Saran Adcine murried Bengann W, Lioiimac. 1ney lived near M1,
Carmel,

Charity's sister, Elizabeth Shepherd married Thomas Brady. The Bonham and Brady families
did not join the exodus to Texas in the 1840s and the descendants of these two families are numerous
in Southwest Montgomery County. Both Mt. Carmel and Bethlehm Cemeteries provide the final
resting place for many of the offspring of these two families. Many others in this area including the
Sellers families at Fleta are descendants of Charity's and Elizabeth’s aunt, Levinia Anderson Sellers,
The matriarch of this large family was Lavinia Brack Anderson who is a direct descendant of
Mayflower passenger, Edward Doty,

Information compiled by Mrs. Ronald Sellers June 1995

3343 Drexel Rd.
Montgomery, AL, 36106
ESTATE APPRAISAL - NATHANIEL BONBAM

Hov 25, 1862

{ Negro Man Isaac age 26 $!1400.00 | bed and stand $25.00
1 * Voman Haner age 24 900.00 {1 trunnel bed and stead  15.00
| Boy George age 4 300.00 1 pine vardrobe 15.00
1 Gir! Ginny age 2 250.00 1 old clock 5.00
{ Boy Joe age 4 months 150.00 { bed sted and furniture $0.00
215 acres land 1720.00 { pine folding table 8.00
| bay mare 175.00 { pine __ and furniture 12.00
{ sorrel mare 150.00 1 bockcase and books 30.00
1 sorrel colt 100.00 { bed sted and furniture 40.00
1 yoke of oxen 100.00 { wash stand,bowl &pitcher 5.00
1 ox wagon 75.00 __ 1 small sice table 2.00
12 head of cattle 242.00 © 1 lot of chalrs 7.50
18 polk (sic) hogs 360.00 1 small table 3.00
26 pigs 160.00 1 lot of weeding hees 5.00
S stock hogs 180.00 2 axes S.00
26 head sheep 180.00 1 space and shovel 5.00
{ corn sheller 10.00 1 lot of plows 30.00
1 lot seed cotlon 75.00 2 sets plov gear 5.00
| bale cotten 65.00 1 ox bridle 1.20
1 VYhee! Barrow 7.00 1 old cross cut sav 3.00
400 bushels corn 400.00 1 sythe cradle 5.00
12 stacks of bees 448.00 1500 Ibs fodder 15.00
1 lot kitchen furniture 20.00 1 lot potatoes 25.00
1 lot dining roon furniture 100,00 2 ____ potts 10.00
{ old bed sted 15.00 1 old rifle qun 10.00
1 clothing chest 5.00

R.H.Cross, 1.C. Brocks
Recorded Nontgomery County Minutes of Prodate Court Bock 20 P 91

Transcribed by Mrs. R.E. Sellers, 3343 Drexel Rd, Mon‘gomery, AL 36106, Mar. 1987







