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Introduction

This report documents marchaeologicainvestigationof the historic landmark known as
a | y I @duskén the Federal Road Rintlala,Montgomery CountyAlabamaThe University of South
LELF ol Yl Qa [/ SyidSN F2 NJ begading se&réiorzng dit€l 2010, fith gadth Sa o6/ ! { 0
support fromthe AlabameaDepartment of TransportatiofALDOTas part of a larger project tmap and
identify historic and archaeologicaites alonghe Federal Roadriginally created in 180&s a postal
route between Milledgeville, Georgia and Fort Stoddert, Missis3ippitory, the Federal Roadas
widened to accommodate the movemeaof troops and ordnancen 1811 and figured prominently in
the War of 1812 anthe Creek War of 1813814 The road went on to become the main thoroughfare
for settlersmigratingfrom the easternseaboardinto what wouldbecome Alabamand points west
during the second and third decades of the nineteenth centéry 2 dza S& 2F Sy i SNIFAYYSyY
(alternatively calledtations,stores, stage stopsaverns,and inng were situated along th&ederal
Roadto accommodate travelers and their horsd@he majority of thesestablishmentsincluding
a |l y I @duseare long gongbut remnants of their existence can stk foundin the soil.

Samuel Moniac, also known as Sam Mar(@dtkes Hadjan Muskogee)was a wealthy and
politically influential Creek Indian, son of a Dutch interpreter and a Creek woman. His housterand
on the Federal Road figured prominently in the early history of the road and in the events leading to the
Creek War 018131814. Because the geographical location of this signifiokate had never been
definitively determined by archaeologists, that task became one of our major Jaeddocation of
{ I YdzSt &duse bri-ti® Gederal Roadhs first identified by exaiming early survey plats created
by U.S. 8rveyor GeneralThomas Freemaaround 1816Figure 1during the first federal land survey of
the area that would become Alabamiglanyof the Freeman plats depict the Federal Road ieahtify
some of thetavernsand fortsalongits path.! & LJr NI 2F (G KS | [phatswerelIN2P 2S04 3> C
downloaded from theGeneral Land Officg LQ website (http://www.glorecords.bim.goy and

georeferenced to topographic mapsingthe GIS program Aktap (Figure 2) Georeferencing allows

the historic locatiorof the road and associatedtesto be identified in relation to modern topography

and featureqFigure 3)Based on this map researchget CAS conducted prelimindigld investigations

in July 201@t alocationidentified fromone of thehistoricCNB S Y Iy LJ | G a creferraml yI O1 Q&
from this point forwarda { | Y dzS t hoas@ox the Fédaral Road systematic shovel test survey

recovered artifactshat supporied the identification ofthe siteasa 2 Yy’ A ho@s@ cationthe site was

designatedLMT490in the Alabama State Archaeological Site File at Moundville (Potts.2010)


http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

The Pintlala Historical Associati(fPHA)led by PresidentGary Burton and/icePresidentAlice
Carter,expressed great interest in the preliminary results of archaeological satwég site of
a 2 y A hoGs@aid inquired about the possibility of more intensiesting to gain additional
information about the site. Theresidents of Pintlaland members of th&®HA raised funds through
donor supportfor the CASo conduct atwo-day excavation. Ti& followup investigatiortook place on
May 10 and 11, 201 Ahs apublicevent toraise awareness of the historical significancad y A | OQ &
house Pitlala, and the Federal Road. Foustinade students fronfPintlalaElementarySchoolnd
Hooper Academyisitedthe excavation for a hanesn educational experienogith Alabamahistory.
tKS FTASItRE2N] o1 a O2yRdzOG SR oakeyRdvén Chribldphen@ 2t 234140 Q
student assistant Chad Waltmanith volunteer participation by Dr. Craig Sheldon, Teresa Paglione,

Mary Holt, and others; the project wakrected by Dr. Gregory Waselkov, Principal Investigator.
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Figurel. Location of Samuelo n i housg®sMa n aStoie)@rs US SurveyoGeneralThomas

F r e e ncaca B8% plat for Township 14 N, Range 17 E (courtesy of@ameral Land Office website
http://www.glorecords.blm.gqgv



http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
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Figure2. Fr e e ma n 6 $ suovey plat avedld®rithe Letohatchee, AL, USGS 7dbiadrangle
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Figure3. Location of project tragtsite 1IMT490jn Township 14North, Rangel7 East, Sections 19 and
20, as shown on the Letohatchee, AL, USGS 7.5' topographic quadranglere¥ietnl 1982.



CKS 1T A&02NAOIKE {AIYAFAOIYOS 2F aGalylO0l1Qa {id2N.

For many yearg probablyfor centuriesg a trail ran from the densely populed area where the
Coosa and Tallapoosa form the Alabama River (the vicinity of modern Montgomery, Alabama)
southwestward to the mouth the Alabamarfearmodern Mobile). Over much of this distance, the
ancient trailfollowed ridges dividing thealley ofthe Alabama to the west from thealleys of the
Conecuh and Escambia to the east, giving travelers a path largely free of streams, swamps and other
natural obstaclesin historic times, newly arrived Europeans and Africans bropgbkhorses laden with
marufactured goods into the Indian towns of the interior on trails like this one. William Bartram, a
Quaker naturalist from Philadelphia, left us a written account of his travels on this very trail during a
plant collecting trip to the coast in 1775.

BartranR & R S aiddiNatekdiiehir@pyitant factabout this stretch of country, which was part
of the Creek Nation during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. WiaiteyIndiansand
colonistswere very familiar with the trail anthe lands it crossed and, indeed|ocalguides were
essential ivisitorslike Bartram hoped to avoid getting losbddly enougmo one livedalong the trail.
Once travelers left the Upper Creek towns, they would find no local residents to provide food, shelter, a
fresh hose, or other assistance until they reached the native and colonial settlements ringing the
Mobile-Tensaw delta, some 150 miles to the southwest. No wonder European traideessed this
fryR GKS&@ RSSYSR daoAft RSNYSa&aéibet theh NUzk Ot R YEF Fy EKE & 2
0 NJ @nSyfstért adl at once, the horses having ranged themselves in regular Indian file, the veteran in
the van, and the younger in the rear; then the chief drives with the crack of his whip, and a whoop or
shriek, which ring through the forests and plains, speaks in Indian, commanding them to proceed,
which is repeated by all the company, when we start at once, keeping up a brisk and constant trot,
which is incessantly urged and continued as long as the miserablei@sate able to move forwaré
(Bartram 1791:444141).

After the American Revolution this path continued in use for traliiglomacy and hunting.
Gradually, however, a new kind of traveler appeared on the pattividuals and families emigrating
from the Atlariic seaboard colonies in search of new homes further west. The first surge of immigrants
were Loyalists, colonists from the Carolinas and Georgia and East Florida wéiddthdiththe British
king during the Revolution arttien been forced from their homs after the patriot victory. Many of
these Loyalists settled around the Mobilensaw delta north of Mobile. With the establishment of

Mississippi Territory in 1798, other immigrants from the East moved down the path and settled in the
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Natchez areaTheseoverland travelers were few at first, numbering in the hundreds in the early years,
but they increasd to thousands annually by the end of the next decade.

Once the United States acquired New Orleans in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, President
Jeffersorand other American leaders immediately recognized the need for better communications with
that strategicold town at the mouth of the Mississippi River and the sizeable American population in the
Natchez areaDefense of these faftung U.S. territories waalso a concern, since Spain still controlled
the coastal strip from Baton Rouge to St. Augustarel British imperial ambitionget threatened U.S.
independenceFurthermore, separatinthe new Americanoutpostsfar to the southwesfrom the more
densey settled parts ofTennessee and Georgia were thousands of square miles of sovereign Indian
lands, the nations of the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Chef®dkdieking the westernmost
parts of the country with the east coast by an ambitious progrdmoad building suddenly became a
priority for U.S. government official3 hey laid the groundwork f@an expanded transportation network
by negotiaing new treaties with all of # Indiannations in 1805. Pminent among the treaty clauses
were rights to establistt K 2 NJ S acio¥s &akhiiof those nations for uselhs post riders military
troops, and other Americang-or example, Article 2 of the 1805 Treaty with the Creek Indians reads as
follows:

dit is hereby stipulated and agreed, on the part of the Creek nation that the
government of the United States shall forever hereafter have a right to a horse path,

through the Creek country, from the Ocmulgee to the Mobile, in such direction as shall,

by the Resident of the United States, be considered most convenient, and to clear out

the same, and lay logs over the creeks: And the citizens of said States, shall at all times

have a right to pass peaceably on said path, under regulation and such restriagons,

the government of the United States shall from time to time direct; and the Creek chiefs

will have boats kept at the several rivers for the conveyance of men and horses, and

houses of entertainment established at suitable places on said path for the

acommodation of travellers; and the respective ferriages and prices of entertainment

for men and horses, shall be regulated by the present agent, Col. Hawkins, or by his

successor in office, or as is usual among white péopled Y I LILI -86NJ mpnn Yy p

Whilethed NBI G& fFy3dza 3S Of SINIe& IyiAOALI SR S@Sydid
extendingan efficient mail servicato the southwestern territoriesvas the most pressing need.

Dispatches between Washington, DC, and New Orleans were sent loy skigrland by the long route



through Tennessee and down the Natchez TraedivBery routinely tooka month or more The U.S.
postal service of this era depended upon private contractors for mail deliVaerefore, in August 1806
Postrraster General Gideonr@nger contracted with Joseph Wheaton to establish a postal route
between Athens, Georgia, and Fort Stodd&ississippi Territorygenerally coinciding witthe path
followed for yearsby travelersthrough the Creek Natiod KS I (2 y Qa 02 yri tdbpénia4NEB lj dzA NB
F22G 6ARS ONARES LI GK 2N K2NES NRIFIRX G2 &Ll y I ff
bridgesacross narrow streamsnd to encourage Indians to establish ferries at larger straadriver
crossings. By October his postaletis wereexpectedto pick upd KS Y Af GFNRY /268G
Chattahoochee River] every Sunday2. AM & have]delivered it at Fort Stoddert the next Tuesday by
10 P.M. in three days nearly, to have left Fort Stoddert every Wednesday at 2 AM and delivered it at
/| 26SiGlF o0& YSEG CNARFIE G o tdPadé 062KSEHG2Yy tF LISNAES
Contractor Wheaton soon fouhthese tasks to be more diftitt than either he or the
Postrraster General had imagine8everal separate parties of axe men cleared sections of the route in
the fall of 1806. Wheaton and several of his men became seriously ill with fevéneyndbandored the
clearing project after two weeks, without completing any bridges or causewayrigfiexperience in
the wilderness seems to have discouraged Wheditom further personal involvement in the project,
and he determined to hire others to run the gt@al service. Zachariah McGirth, an American living in the
Creek Nation, momentarily agreed before realizing the impossibility of meeting the delivery schedule
and backng out. Wheaton then recruited mother expatriate American, Samuel Bloomfigll takethe
subcontract. By mihy n1 Fy AYy@SadAIAlL A2y o0& (GKS t2ad hFFAOS
Ayail yoS 06SSy OFNNASR Ay GKA&a (GAYS NBIdANBR o0& 02
carriers so little moneyo carry the mail through. Y RA 'y O2dzy GNBE X aAld ¢l a y20 S
Papers, No. 4, Hargrett Librariiven Postih & § SNJ DSY SN} f DNJ y3ISNJ OFYS (2 2
expenditures in unsuccessful attempts to force rapid mail service through an immense wilderness filled
WAGK aGNBlFYa FYR YFINAKSa gKSNB y2 adzaidSyryOoS 2NJ I J
Southerland and Brown 1989:29).
A regular mail route was eventually established through the Creek Nation due to the persistence
of Benjamin Hawkins (mentiodeas Col. Hawkins in the 1805 treaty clause permitting creation of a
horse path). Hawkins was appointed principal U.S. agent to the southern tribes in 1796 by President
Washington, and heversawfederal Indian policy for the next twenty tumultuous yefmem his home
in the Georgia portion of the Creek Nation ! ¥ i S NJ 2 K Sulaléfferyt@apen & gadh FHREKID]

worked with the U.S. military to make the route passable for postal ridered Creek Indians as post



riders,and, most importantly, encaagedthe Creeki 2 Sa Gl 6f AaK aK2dzaSa 2F Syd
route, as called for in the treatfBecausehe upper portion of the path passed close by existiagve
settlements,several prominent Creeks, such as William Mcintosh at Coweta, tooktadesof the
business opportunity created by the new road and opened their homes to travelers and post riders. But
the lower pathtoward Mobilehad no permanent settlements. Hawkjrtherefore,persuaded two
wealthy Creeks to build houses along the pat®amuel Moniac at Pintlala and James Cornells at Burnt
Corn Springg where post riders couldt leastrest under shelteand find fresh horses (Grant 1980:
549).

Samuel Moniac had a large plantation on the Alabama River northwest of Pintlala (in and aroun
the modern community of Manack in Lowndes CourtyK S FANR G YSy ( AcRtiepth a2y Al
at Pintlala occurs in a letter written by Hawkins to John Chandler, a mail contractor, on January 19, 1809.
As transcribed for publication by editor CQrant, Hawkinswroted ¢ KS adt GA2y G t Ayl Kf
Nal will be an useful one. | wrote to him last fall to fix one on the post path. He is a wealthy man and can
keep it supplied with necessaries at all tirhes O DNJ Yy i My nYpn o &

To digress for a moment, this quote exemplifies two challerfigeisgresearcherstudyingthe
early history of the Creek Indians and their relations with Americangigtricalinconsistencies in the
spelling of personal and place names make it difficuidentify people and places accuratend (2)
handwriting of that eras difficult to decipherin this particularinstance dPinahluché is recognizable as
an attempt b write the Muskogee wordpilthlakko(written today asopetrakka) = Y SIFg/Ay 3 G o A
agl YLIEE GKS 2NRIAY 2F (62 Y2RSNY oMr.iNakdssimyre LI | OS y I
Lzl Tt Ay3d hyfteée FAISNINBIRAYy3I ff 2F . SyatkYAYy 11 6]
Mmymn RAR AlG 0S02YS Of SsrahYepe&tedy misundérstdoy thevariouS Waysi 2 NE  /
I Fg1Aya oNBOGS { I YdzSt a2y A Hiterad eviddnty Sobtribatedyffoithe O 6 K2 &
confusion himself by pronouncirigs nameManack (even though his father and his son used the
traditional Dutch form, Moiac). In any caseHawkins transcribéwhat he heard as Manack, Mannack,
Macnacl YR aObl Od | yF2Nldzyl G6Stex /& [® DNIyid 2yfeée KA
handwriting in his transcription of an 181etter and did not correct his earlier stakes, which remain
Ay GKS Lzt AdKSR |1 FglAyaQ OztkhaNgdstdrlyINdrdedr &8 aSyl &
from Mc Na&) (Grant 1980:54%56, 566567, 590, 605, 606, 6443.Wed A f Sy Gf & O2NNBOG DN
erroneoustranscriptions from here on.

Toresumeg{ I YdzSt a2y Al O odzAft G | &L tuSigth@Treaty G SNI | Ay
fly3adz 3S | yR,alaplace salfed PirtlalairS1BO8 or 1§66t in 1803, as surmised by



Southerland and Brown 1989:9&nd Thompson 1991:61)1Hawkinghought the primary function of
the stationsalong the mail pattshould beto supplyextrahorses and fodder, which would enable riders
to switch to fresh mounts and keep the mail moving on its way. However, these incremental
improvements to the path accoptished on behalf of the Post Office Department made the route
increasingly attractive to the U.S. Army and to immigrants, a fact not lost on the Creek Indians. When
{lYdSt . t22YFASE R 2yS 27T eht&r&lwiihahig @afygorFahdidi 8d) & dzo 02 v
O2YYSYOSR YR o0dzAfid ONARR3ISEE AYy mymn 2y (GKS dzLILISN.
objection that the Treaty of 1805 allowed only ferries across streams and logs over creeks, not bridges
which cut into the profits Indians could degithemselvedsrom traffic on the pathGrant 1980:561).

The American military took the next provocative step in September of 1810 when Lieutenant
John R. N. Luckett was ordereyithe commander at Fort Stoddeéni &a dzZNJSeé 'y R Of S NJ (1KS
Eastof t F o YI G2 GKS F2Nja 2F /22al |yR ¢rfflrLR2al ¢
O2NNBOG (1y26fSR3IAS 2F GKS NAGSNHER | yR Ol G NE GKI Yy
detachment of a dozen or so soldiers from the U.S. 2nd Infantry Regimeldied axes to clear the mail
path once again, while Lt. Luckett used compass and chain to produce a bearing and distance survey,
GKEFEG {2dZiKSNI YR I yR . NERlidgebrcénteflifie SURreyfoiiga® FANBR G & A YL
02y aidNHzOGA 2y ZnandlarfdB@wnY989:34) Hledlkdzieédirees with Roman numerals at
the mile marls and noted the quality of soils and vegetation along the route, as well as the size and
locations of streams and swam3espite at least five years of use as a mail routekettifound the
path difficult to follow andat one point headed off in the wrong direction fb¥ miles before
RAAO2QOSNAY3I KAad SNNBNJ FYR ol O1lGN)Y O{Ay T onitRe aAtS wmn
job,nearMA £ S MHo (KS& ONHEXISRK NRIY w2l R2f¢®dwdalhy RAy 3 G2
half Breeck L y 0 S NB & (i A yhausevas nat @irgcllybn @@ @ail path at that dateThree miles
FAd2NIKSNE 2dzad | ORRtalad d K BLIS NSl @ [@dd®ifL Sokefi Bidd Sardeiid S &
Records, Record Group 77, National Archives).

l'f GK2dAK GKS GF OA éndabslimplyatdd dihdiyekpianaa, histirdeid/ |
was abruptly halted by the Creek Indians. From his vantage point at the Creek Agencygia,Geor
Benjamin Hawkins S NJY SR 2y hOG206SNJ yiK adKFG GKS LI NIe& A&
compass and chain and the explanations they give not satisfactory to the Indidweswhole of the
upper towns are alarmed and probably will stopfR&S i OKYSy ié oODNI yid mMdbynYptno
published in theGeorgia Journa few days later reported K I (1 [ dzOK & R (i CaBeStgd nisidi &
Mannacs, (a half breed) by a party of 300 or more IndiaNsiYork HeraldNovember 24, 1810, p. 3).



In a meeting of Creeleadershurriedly convened at Tuckabatchea October 23rdHawkins and
Luckettweretoldd G KS Y SIF adzNAy 3 YR YIENJAYy3 GKSANI O2dzy G NE &
survey party led by Captain Edmund P. Gaines, who was mappititea route through the western
part of the Creek Nation was disarmed at about the same aimetboth detachments were escorted
back to Fort Stoddert. By the following October Hawfinally managed t@ersuade the Creek National
Council to permitunitsof the U.S. 3rd Infantry Regiment to expand the horse path into a true road,
widening and bridging and causewaying at a rate of about 5 miles per day. Thietaahments, one
working from the east, the other fromthe wedf,S G y SI NJ a2 y A I nthe3Q 18X11al0S 2y b 2 ¢
which date the Federal Road finally became a reality (Grant 1986854577578, 581, 59491, 597,
599).
From this time forward, civilian traffic on the Federal Road increased markedly. Hawkins
reported over 3,700 immigrantsith 120w 32y a3 y n Ol NIhévihg wesbRtheoroad & OK I A N& ¢
through the Creek Natiobetween Octoler 1811 and March 181%¢orgia JournaMarch 25, 1812;
Grant 1980:602)The itinerant Methodist minister Lorenzo Dow and his wife Peggy iDdeveast that
winterzy YR t S338Qa 22 dNY I f Bfffavéldndha roatl intisSearlyzdayst NI NB R

2SS gSNB y2¢ Ay GKS o02dzyRa 2F (GKS / NBS] ylaGAz

companyt This day we struck the road that had been cut out by the ordénef

President, from the state of Georgia, to Fort Stoddard. This made it more pleasant for

travelling, and then we frequently met people removing from the States to the

¢2Y0AIoes FYyR 20KSNJ LI NIa 2F (GKS araaiaaraLiir i
a2 S (NI} @St ftySard fart$ railéskHatiday fiakKdicame to a creek, called

Murder creek: it got this name in consequence of a man having been murdered there.

This circumstance made it appear very gloomy to me. But we made the necessary

preparations for the night, and layodn to rest: although | was so much afraid, | got so

gSIENE Fd GAYSAa GKFIG L O2dAR y2i0 KSfLI aft SSLIAy3Iad

fast, that it was like to put out our fire, and we were under the necessity of getting our

horses and starting, age had nothing to screen us from the rain. The road having been

newly cut out, the fresh marked trees served for a guidlieere was a moon, but it was

shut in by clouds. However, we travelled on ten or twelve miles and it ceased raining: |

was very wet andold, and felt the need of a fire, more perhaps than | had ever done in

my life before!. £
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G2S OFYS ONRaa | FlFYAf& 4keyhaddNiber2 Ay 3
of small children; and although they had something to cover them like a tent, yet they

suffered considerably from the rain the night before: and to add to that, the woman

a2

tof R YS GKS& KIR tSF¥d Iy F3ISR FIAKSNI LG I YIEyQa

two days before, and that she expected he was dead perhaps by that time. They were as
black almost as the natives, and the woman seemed very much disturbed at their
situation. | felt pity for her | thought her burthen was really heavier than mine. We

kept on, and about the middle of the day we got to the house where the poor man had
been left with his wife, son, and daughter. A few hours before we got there, he had
closed hieyes in death they had lain him out, and expected to bury him that evening;

but they could not get any thing to make a coffin of, only split stuff to make a kind of
02EX FYR &2 Ldzi KAY Ay GKS 3INRBdzy RHODDE

G2S adl @SR o6dzi | &K 2 NpburnéyATYiete we goRa s@pplyali A y dzSR 2y

bread, such as it was; and there we met with three men that were travelling our road,
the first company that we had found since we had left the Mississippi, being now not
more than onethird of the way through the Creek I i XBbw £833:5%0).

TheDows reached Milledgeville, Georgamfew weeks lateand Peggynotedin her

jounald 6 KAfS 6S 6SNB KSNB GKS SINIKIldza1Sa 0S3lrys
(Dow 1833:6362). These were the first of the New Madrid #uakes, the most powerful

tremors to strike the eastern United States in historic times. They began on December 16,

MY M

MYE 6KAOK KSf LA dza R hoSsean BadFderaRpad.®lar OA aA G (2

accountalso suggests how basic were the amenitieailable to travelerat this stationg

GoNBIFRZ & drdoably mearfing com bréaho sawn planksor a coffin.

Travelling the Federal Road in these early days entailed accepting a certain amount of

risk. There was always a chance of acdidgrowning, snakebite, illnegsand the rarer
possibility of injury inflicted by other&.y My np F LI2&d NARSNI yIFYSR 2S60%>
K2NARS¢ Ff2y3a GKS LI GK GAy +y 2LISyasld Ay 6AGK
fredonfromB KA YR (GKS LJ dzvo GNBS&¢ Fo62dzi F2dz2NJ YA Sa&

KA a

saw no oneas soon as he was wounded he fell down and fainted.... His saddle bags and bag of

corn were left untouched where he got on his horse. The mails were gone andalesof

iKS

alRRfS RNI gy (2 @KAOK (4685 8Vebbp edddered, Buti | OKSRE

11

g KA

az

T NP

0 DN



mail riders were often the target of thieves, asdemingly random attacks on others occurred
now and then as well.

hy al NOK HCXI MyMHZ dcthRedld thanarsdvéliddvihihik Emilg I NS & LJ
to Mississippi Territory was murdered on the post road at Kett@roae of several murders by
Creeks of Americans travelling through Indian country that spring (Grant 1980:605). Over the
years, as the horse pathrfmail riders had been widened and improved for the increasing
stream of American immigrants moving through the Creek Nation, opposition to the Federal
Road had steadily increased among the Creeks. Now with war imminent between the United
States and Britai, many Indian peoples felt the time was fast approaching for decisive action
against theAmericans and against the Indian headmen who had signed treaties allowing road
construction and otherwise abetted American interference in Indian sovereignty. Théemur
of Thomas Meredith became a higihnofile, violent symbol of the growing rift between the U.S.
government and the Native American nations within its border, and it was a significant cause of
the Creek Warof 1818y mn ® a SNB RA (1 KQa Yidphs Ntovdal@verda S (G KS Y2 a i
ever to have occurred in the Pintlala area.

I O02NRAY3 G2 1 1s1Ayas G¢K2Yl a4 aSNBRAGKE &2y 27
gAlySaa alrea WeKSNB gFa YdZNRSNI O2YYAGSR 2y GKS 02
Creek by Maumouthrad others who appeared to be in Liquor, that is Maumouth himself but
not the others. The company was all on the other side of the Creek eruefather and an
other old man. They fell on him without interruption and killed him dead as he was trying to
make his escape in a canoe, and sorely wounded the other with knives & sticks so much that |
FSIENI S akKltft KFI@S (2 0dz2NE KAY rAcAhaff Br&ddad |l & ®Qe | | 4
large property who keep entertainment on the road, at whose house Meraslithuried, calls it
Fy WFEOOARSY(iQ¢ ODNIYGO mMdoynYcnpod

Gary Burton(2010)has recently reanalyzed this event and clarified a number of
LINBGA2dzat e Of 2dzReé KAAG2NAROIFt RSGIFAf A AdzZNNRdzy RAy 3
of the murder unfortunatey introduced some errors that have been perpetuated for years.

Burton correctly places the attack on Meredith at the Federal Road crossing of Pinchona Creek

(not Catoma Creekjyhich explains why the body was buriedSgmuel 2 y A ho@s@ lass

thana mie awayto the southwestl 2 6 SGSNE a2y Al 0Q& OKI NF OQOGSNAT I GAZY
accidental is perhaps the most puzzling aspect of the event. The Creeks at that time generally

considered violent acts carried out while under the influence of alcohol to bdextsi, not

12



intentional crimes. However, by 1812 the Creek National Council was being pressured by the
U.S. government, through its agent Benjamin Hawkinacteept American legal norms, which
held a murderer responsible for a murder, whether drunk or soBad in fact the National
Council had Maumouthnd his friendexecutedfor their attack on Meredith and his
O2YLI yA2yd ' &4 . dzNI2y SELX I AYyazéLISNKILEA azyAl O FS¢
aSNBRAGKQA RSI i Kandh® @drtyhadacomitedyed liqpioKfrom his tavern....
[Moniac] had every reason to suggest that the Meredith atrocity was accidental because he
knew that an investigation of the incident, followed by friendly Creeks pursuing, apprehending,
and execting other Creeks, would deepen the internal divisions and put him at risk.
Ultimately, the labeling of the killing as a murder could result in the loss of everything Moniac
had accumulated and could lead to the decrease in his standing within the Criaek itself.
h¥ O2dzZNES az2yAl OQa FSINA ¢2dd R S@Syiddzrftte 06S02YS
Despite the notoriety of the Meredith murder, it had little immediate impact on travel
along the Federal Roat.Sy Rl @& I FGSNBI NRax | twaddiitha NBLR2 NI SR @
GNI St SNBEX &AAE 6 332yas n OFNIGaAaX mu OKFANEBE YR dn
606). Over the course of the next year, however, discontent with the Americans and a religious
revival among the Creeks known as the Redstick movemdrnbla civil war in that nation. By
June 1813 the Americans living on the borders of the Creek Nation feared the Redstick uprising
would turn into a general war along the entire western frontier. On June 2nd, General James
Wilkinson of the U.S. Army wastelingto Georgia on the Federal Rowith his familywhen
KS 20G2LIISR aySIENI al Oyl 0Qa¢ (2 0O02YLRaS I+ ljdadl yz2i
Wilkinson had received disturbing news from the Speaker of the Creek National Council, who
was besiegethy Redsticks at Tuckabatchee and requested assistance from the Americans
(Halbert and Ball 1895:889; Grant 1980:645643) The general and his party made it through
0KS ylraA2y (2 DS2NHAIFIS o6dzi (GKSeé& Ydzaid KIF@S 0SSy Y
houseon the road.
Soonafterwardaa 2 YA O da ¢Syl dzld G2 Y& K2dzaS 2y (GKS NRIFR
near it, who I tried to avoid but could not. An Indian came to me who goes by the name of High Headed
Jim.... He shook hands with me & immediatedgéan to tremble & jerk in every part of his frame, and
0KS @SNE OFIt@Sa 2F KAia fS3a ¢ 2B HyhBhdedBnywdslizf a SRé 0
adherentto the new Redstick religious movement; they thought they could discern unbelievers, like

Samuel Moniac, by this violent reaction to the touch.
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Within daysof thisencounteE a2 YAl OQa& LI | yGI (A2 yhoasy
on the Federal Road lay in ashes, destroyed by Redstick Ondekisicluded his brother, sister
and brotherin-law (Grant 1980:643). Because Samuel Moniac participated actively alongside
the Americararmy in the ensuing Redstick Wagainst many of his relatives and countrymen
he successfully petitioned Congress for $12,595.25 in compensation for prdygdast during
GKFG O2yFEtAO0Gd 1 A& a{dFGSYSyd 27F LINPLISNIe@
plantation on the river and hidhouse along the Federal Road (see Appendix A). Moniac was
one of the wealthiest Creeks of his era, and his river plantation wasgrthe largest in the

Creek Nation. Yet he did not live ostentatiously and most afthiedwealth consisted of his

KS 1t ol

RSadNERe

investments in livestock and enslaved Africans. Unfortunately for our purposes, this inventory

of his material possessions does not digtiish between the two locations. River plantation
and Federal Roaldousefurnishings and equipment aiatermingledin a single list. Perhaps

some of the large quantities of coffee, sugar, and whiskey were lost d&tdhseon the road.

The lists of cookig utensils (10 iron pots, 2 Dutch ovens, 4 tin kettles) and food serving vessels

(2 dozen earthen plates, 2 dozen cups and saucers, half dozen tumblers, half dozen tin cups)

are surprisinglygparse considering the size of his household, with over thstgwes, plus
relatives, employees, and travelespping nightlyalong the road. The mention of just one

bedstead and two feather beds suggests that travelers must have carried their own bedding.

a2yAl 0Qa {dlrdSYSyid 27F LINBLENYE RENBIORED R EDBRES

valued at $230, waevidently his pncipal residence located at the river plantation, where he had $190

in cash and where the cotton gin house and machinery, worth $220, were burned. Far down the

inventory, witha$6 baNBX tf 2F alfd yR G2 O2N] aONBga o
w2l Ré @I f dzSR litslow warth, this WedzRIEhdst/cartainlyd a log house, probably

dogtrot-style log house so popular at that era in the region among Creeks basveericans. The

2NI K pn

unavailability of planks at the Federal Rdamiseto construct a coffin, noted by Peggy Dow in 1811,

strengthens the impression of a simple log structure.

One historical reference indicates that Moniac had a cowpens in the vicinity lodirs®on the

Federal Road. Creek cattle usually roamed free in the woods, foraging at will for much of the year.

Because unfenced cattle would damage crops, most wealtbgkSrkept their cattle at some

considerable distance from the major settlements, which probably partially explains the isolated

f20FGA2ya 2F 020K 2F a2yAl 00a NBaARSyOSao

/| 26 LISy 4

free-ranging cattle could beounded up as needed. Thomas Woodward, in a reminiscence written in
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Mypys NBOFtfSR a2yAlO KF@Ay3 + 026L185ya a2y GKS tA
aSNBRAGK g1 & YdZNRSNBRZI A YhoSseoh thaiFederal Rgad. Mbddveal a & 2 F a
Moniac, William Weatherford and some others went on a cow hunt there in the summer of 1814, just
after the collapse of Redstick resistance, to find food for the destitute and starving Upper Creeks
(Woodward 1859:81).

Soon after the war, Moniac rebubiishouseon the Federal Road, although precisely when this
happened remains wertain, as is the duration difisre-occupation Historian Karl Davis thought
az2yAl O t2aid KAA& LI OS 2y I kiGdiaNRtitudes prevaflingityemc Ay LI N
FNBFZ¢ FfGK2dzAK KS 2FFSNBR y2 SAmRENTOSregna) G KF G &
survey plat showinga I y I O] @was @raiwd NJB816 or 1817. Moniapparently stilowned his
placethere in1818when hed N2 dz3 K & ( ¢ SeekiRunte2sNd the aidNds state/mNitla
gathering at Burnt Corn Springs to defend American settlements against the depredations of Savannah
WEO1X + NBYS3IIRS K2 gl a O2YYAOGGAY3I YdzZNRSNAR +f2y13
al yI Oaé¢ | suggésts helstillibgerdted Hisuseon the road.The local post officen 1818was
called Manacksiith Maxmillian C. Armstrongerving agpostmaster), although whether it occupied
spaceim 2 YAl OQa&a [oPvwdmisBnplyid tReNdsinity is not clg@arter 1952 XVI11:29991, 354,
508).

By the time Adam HodgspanEnglish travelempassed through on the way south to Mobile in
1820, he made no mention of Moniac or his house of entertainmehich had featured so prominently
in earlierletters andi NI @St S NE DR 2 &@aN§tdoesiprovide a good description of the
2NAIAYEFE LINF ANRS SY@ANRYYSyYyl IyR adAole OKFE1 az2a
beautiful prairies which you have frequently seen described, and whicthey were not large,
reminded me of our meadows in the well wooded parts of England. As travelers, however, we paid
dearly for the advantages offered to the landholders by the rich soil over which we were passing. Our
road, which had hitherto been gendhaexcellent for travelling on horseback, became as wretchedly
0FRT YR ¢S LI 3aSR (GKNRdzZAK GKNBS agl YLAZI 6KAOK L
ten times more formidable than even the flooded creeks, over two of which, in less than tlilles we
had this day to have our horses swum by Indians, whose agility in the water is beautiful. The traveler
himself is either conveyed over in a boat, or, if the creek is very narrow, crosses it on a large tree, which
has been so dexterously felled @sfall across and form a tolerable bridge. We slept that night at a poor

A % 4 A x

O oAy 2dzai SNBOUGSRAPOPE o1 2RI&Z2Yy MyHn LYmodd
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By 1822, when David Tate wrote to his nephew David Mofidc,Y dzSf Q&4 &2y X | 62 dzi ¢
financial ruin and alcoholism, th@antation andFederal Road property hatkfinitely passed into the
hands of Americate ¢, 2dz NBIljdzSaGdSR YS (G2 SyRSI@2NJ 2 3ISG 6K
my possession until you would return to take charge of it yourself, but it was too latefatber had
partly waisted all, long before you wrote me. | took it upon myself to advise your father not to waist his
property but it had no effect; he kept continually drunk, & made bad trades, & every advantage was
taken. Your father has at this timétli or no property & has been compeled to move into the nation to
alk @S 6Kl G f(Xaledl95h). KS KlFI aDddddé

Samuel Moniac residetthereafterwith his people offaskigi town in the Creek Nation. In 1832
he appeared in the Creek census rolls as livinghousehold with two males and one female (no slaves)

(Parsons and Abbott 1963:28). 1836 he was forcibly removed, along with nearly all other Creek
people, from their lands in Alabama and Georgia and sent west for resettlement in the area of modern

Oklaloma. Moniac died during Indian Remoirall837at an irternment camp in Pass Christian

ArchaeologicaExcavation Methods

Preliminaryshovel testingconductedat 1MT490in 2010 by CAS staff and studergsovered
artifadts that supported theidentification ofthisas A 0 S & G KS f 2 O Gouseyudghd { | Y dzS |
from ahistoric mapoverlay, the modernresidential structure presentlgt the site wasapparentlybuilt
onthe same location as theouse Thiscoincidence of modern and historstructures makes it quite
unlikely that architecturaleatures associated with thieistoricstructureare preserved on sité\ith this
in mind,our test units were placed in the areasound the modern structure wheriae highest
concentration of artifats were found duringshoveltesting with the hopeof recovering additional
artifactsor identifyingoutlying structural featuresssociated with thdwouse Fourtest units,a 2.0 by
2.0-meter unit and three 1.0 by 1:@neter units, were excavateduring the 2011 investigatioThesod
and surfacehumuslayerwas removed anget to one sideto cover the unis at the conclusion of the
excavationUnits were excavated in 1@entimeter arbitrary leveland excavations werdaltedonce
sterile (artifact-free) soil wasreached All excavation contexts were assigned field specimen (F.S.)
numbers (see Appendix B).

The soil at IMT490 RS & ONX 60 SR 0 & OktibBlRacla atddadiivary deritly sioping
phase¢ Oktibbeha clay isharacterized bglayey marine deposits over chalk SDA011).The soil
profile typically consists &f to 12 cmof brown (10YR4/33andy clay underlaiftom 12 to 24cm below
the surface byrownish yellow (10YR6/6) mottled with yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) clay with organics
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and particles of chalklhe amount of organics decreases and the amount of chalk and density of clay
increases with depthlhe clay is fim when moist, very hard when drgindvery plastic when wet
(Burgesst al. 1960)The soil at 1IMT490 also createdarsewhat unusual circumstance that affected
initial interpretation of site formationDuring the dry summer months, the clay soil becomes dry and
cracked. These cracks can cause artifacts to move downward into the earth. This appear to have
happened at 1MT40. Some artifacts were displaced and were recovered in seemingly sterile soil. Units
2, 3 and 4 were excavated well into sterile soil because artifacts were being recovered in the subsoil.
Tools used during unit excavations includgddvels hand trowels and mattock Themattock
wasuseful for breaking up the dense cl&pils were screened through-inch or Ysinch hardware
mesh.The'/g-inchscreensvere usedinitially, but the compactnes®f the clay made it necessary to
switch tothe larger¥sinchmeshduring the second day of excavatiodswritten descriptionwas noted
for each level including soil color and texture, artifacts recoveradddisturbancesOnce subsoil was
encountered, the unit was cleaned with a hand trowel and photograpBedprofiles were
photographedmapped,and recorded usinilunsell Soil Color Chaxtslor designationsA SokkiaTotal
Station was used toreate a topographic map of the site, as well as record the locations of the units
(Figure 4)Field investigations werfollowed bylaboratory processing and analysisretovered
artifacts(see Appendix Chistorical research, interpretations of field investigations, and preparation of

this reportto documentresults andoffer recommendations.

Figure4. Topographianapwith unit locations
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Unit 1

Unit 1 was located in the front yard between the Federal Roadthednodernhouse.After sod
removal, the2.0 by 2.8meter unit was excavated itwo 10-cmarbitrary levelsAthird level was
excavatedo sterile soil 24-cm below the surface (cmbsin the southwest quadrant of the ur(iEigures
5 and 6) Levell soilwas gray (10YR 5/8)lity sand mottledwith yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) silty sand.
As the depth increased the soil became more clayeyraottled. Level2 was yellowish browifl0YR
5/6) claymottled with yellow (10YR 7/3) clajpue to time constraints and the low density of artifacts
recovered in Unit 1, only the southwekiO by 1.0m was excavated thevel 3Level 3wvas very dense
yellow (10YRr/ 3) claysubsoil with particles of challoilfrom Levell andthe upper part ofLevel2 was
screened through/ s-inchhardware meshthe remaining portion of evel 2and all ofLevel 3vas
screened through %chmeshdue to the hardnesand drynes®f the soil.

Artifacts recovered from Levelifhicludenon-diagnostic brick fragments (n=4), clear glass
fragments (n=3)and a mammal bone fragmeritevels2 and3 (10 to 24 cmbs)contained modern
debris as well ahistorically significanartifacts The recovery of artifacts from Level 3 is most likely due
to post depositional movement caused by erositvee roots and perhaps plowind he artifactshat
dateto the occupatiorofa 2 y A I O Qiacludeh @iHNdyerfragment (n=1)cut nais (n=3),
stoneware (n=1)and pearlwareceramics (n=3) (Figures/ and 8). Thehistoricartifacts werefairly
evenlydistributedat the intersection of_evel2 and 3where the soil transitioned from clay to very
dense clay, perhaps indicating the basea@lowzone (although no plow scars were noted). There was
no sign of weldefinedcultural stratification.

Dutch ovenandcut nailswere used throughout the nineteenttenturyandare notprecise
temporal indicatos; in fact, mass production of cut naiiegan in the 1790 and was largely replaced by
wire nails between 1890 and 1908owever onecut nail lacksa significant amount of corrosipmvhich
is characteristic of iron that has been heated at high temperat(ffggure?7 a). SinceMoniaQ ldouse
was burnedby Redstick Creelis 1813, perhapthat explairs why thisiron artifact isso well preserved.

Thepearlware ceramicsffer a more specific time of occupation. Pearlware was manufactured
from approximately 180 to 1830to compete with Chinese porcelain. It is characterized by a hard white
bodyand bright white glaze with a hint of blue from the addition of colbRétarlwareof the types found
I 4 a 2 jolksesevisrecoveredin abundance at Fort Mims, which was occupfienin 1797 to
1813,during the same decades as the Monlesesite (Waselkoy Gums, and Park@00637-41).

Hand paintedlue or greenedgedecoratedpearlwarewas populaiin the earlydecades of the

nineteerth century(South 1977Table 31pand is the mostommonrim decorationin Unit 1 (n=5)
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(FiguresBb-f). Threepearlware sherds exhibit evidence of exposure to h&&jure8 b, g, and m) One
unglazedgraystoneware body fragment vgarecoveredFigure8r). The lack of glaze makes it
impossible to identify\a precisedate, although the sherd color suggests it comes from a salt glazed
vessel. Salt glazed pottery was most commonly used in central Alabama in the early decades of the
nineteenth century, beforelaline glazing became the dominant type. Interestingly, stosieware
fragment bears the fingerpriraf the maker, a truly rare finFigure8 s)!

Based on the various rim varieties, at lefige vesseldrom the Moniac occupatioare
represented irthe Unit 1 ceramicassemblagethree edgedecorated plates, an unknown e
pearlware form, and a stoneware storage jar. Thassgabstantial numbeof vesselsonsidering the
aAGSQa NBf I (A @ Sthehigh ruimberoNAsseT re@tive higtévgrall humdeof
ceramics is both encouraging and disheartenifige variety bvessels is consistent with what would be
expected at a historibousesite. Unfortunately, the numbers aldadicate the site has been heavily

impacted by erosion.

Figure 5. Unit 1, showing west profile.
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Test Unit 1 West Wall Profile

Surface
e )

——— e e e B e e e o e e e e oA I

Limit of Excavation

A = Humus - Brown (10YR 4/3) semi-compact; loamy clay

B = Artifact containing layer - Gray (10YR 5/1) mottled with yellowish brown (10YR 5/6); silty sand
C = Artifact containing layer - Yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) mottled with yellow (10YR 7/6); clay

D = Subsoil - Yellow (10YR 7/6); clay with organics throughout and small particles of chalk

Figure 6. Unit 1 west profile.

0 4

cm

Figure7. Unit 1 chronologicallydiagnosticnon-ceramicartifacts (ac) cutnails; (d)cast ironDutch oven
fragment

20



Figure8. Unit 1 Euroamericarceramics (a) transferprintedwhiteware rim blue willow pattern post
dating the Moniac occupatip(b-€) blue edgadecorategearlware rims;fj greenedge decorated
pearlware rim{(g) scallop edge pearlware rim;{hplain pearlware rim;K-1) blue transfer prired
pearlware body sherds; {q) plain pearlware body sherds; {fay unglazedtoneware bodgherdfrom
a storage jar(si not to scalgfingerprint on stonewargherd, enhanced to show detail

Unit 2

Unit 2 was excavated in theouthern sectionof the backyard, approximately6 meterssoutheast
of the southeast correr of the house. The 1.0 by in@eter unit was excavated in two arbitraty-cm
levels to20 cmbs Levell and the first half of evel2 were screened through s-inch hardware mesh
Thelower 5 cmof Level 2vere screened withzinchmesh.The density of the clay increased with the
depth of the unit, necessitating the change to a larger screenls&el 1soiland most of kvel2 soil
wasyellowish brown(10YR 5/4) loamy cld¥igures 9 and 10Jhe soiprofile transitioned to brownish
yellow (10YR 6/6)laymottled with yellowish brown (10YR 5/6)aysubsoilwith particles of chalkThe
unit was disturbedhroughoutby small ad medium roots, primarily fromraOsagerangetree 10

meterseast ofthe unit.
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Artifact recoveryfrom Unit 2 was similar tdJnit 1. Modern debris was found alongsitiestoric
artifacts inLevels 1 and,Zalthough substantiyl less modern debris was irevel 20ne plainfine sand
temperedpottery body sherd was found ibevel ZAFigurellh). Fine sand tempered pottemyf this sort
in the region is generally attributed to thestoricCreek Indians, which supports tientification of the
site as thehouseof the Creek IndianSamueMoniac.Theremaining diagnostic artifacts frokdnit 2 are
pearlware cerami sherds(n=8).Four of the ceramicare undecorated body sherd&igurell c-f). A
singlegreenedge-decoratedrim and arim with a hand painted brown bandere also recovere(Figure
11ab). Bothrim treatments were popular decorati@on pearlwarein the firstthree decade®f the
nineteenth century.Three vessels were identified in the ceramic assemblagedge decorated

pearlware plate, a handpainted pearlware saucer, and a Creekindigsel of unknown form

Figure9. Unit 2 plan view.
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Test Unit 2 North Wall Profile

Limit of Excavation

cm
A = Humus - Brown (10YR 4/3) semi-compact; loamy clay

B = Artifact containing layer - Yellowish brown (10YR 5/4) compact; loamy clay
C = Subsoil - Brownish yellow (10YR 6/6) mottled with yellowish brown (10YR 5/6);
very compact clay with organics throughout and small particles of chalk

Figure5. Unit 2 north profile

Figurell. Unit 2 chronologicallydiagnosticartifacts (a) greenedgedecorategearlwareplaterim; (b)
saucerim with handpainted brown bandc-g) plain pearlware body sherds; (iain fine sand tempered
body sherdprobably historic Creek Indigpottery.

Unit3

Unit 3 a 1.0 by 1.9neter unit,was excavated approximatebmeterssoutheastof Unit 2in the
southern sectionof the baclyard. The unit was excavated in two arbitrat@-cm levels.Levell was
brown (10YRS/3) loamy clay(Figures 121.3). The soil transitioned ta light yellowish brown (10YR §/4
loamy claymottled with brown (10YR 5/Bverydense loamy clagubsoilwith small particles of chaik

Level 2 The fill fromLevel landthe top half of Level 2was screened throughig-inchhardware mesh.
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The bottom5 cm of Level 2vasscreened througizinch hardware mehk because of the densityf the
clay. A soil core was used tsampleUnit 3 at the base ofevel2, 20-cm below surface level, to confirm
sterile soil had been reachetihe core revealed decreasing organics in the underlying clay and no
evidence of deeper cultural deposifBhe unit wasnoderatelydisturbed by small and medium roots,
primarily from an Osagerange tree4 meterseastof the unit.

As withUnits 1 and 2modern artifacts were found at the same depths as histonies.A single
Chattahoochee Roughened aborigipattery body sherd was found ihevel ZFigurel4 a).
Chattahoochee Roughened pottery is characterized fiye sand temper paste with exterior brushed
surface treatmentand is associated with theistoricCreek Indians (Knight 1983he only other
diagnostic artifact recovered ibUnit 3was a plain pearlware rim she(Bigurel4b), bringing the total

vessel count for Unit 3 to twa Creek Indian cooking jar and an edigeorated pearlware plate

Figure12. Unit 3 plan view.
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Figurel13. Unit 3 rorth pofile.

Figurel4. Unit 3 chronologically diagnostic artifacts: (a) Chattahoochee Roughened body sherd; (b) plain
pearlware sherd with scalloped rim.

Unit4

Unit 4was situated approximately meters south oUnit 3in the soutlern sectionof
the baclyard. The 1.0 by 1-fheter unit was excavated in two 4@n arbitrary leveldo a depth of20
cmbs. The soffom Level lwascompactbrown (10YR 4/Boamy clay ana@ontained more organg

thanthe soil fromUnits 2 and IFigures 15 and 16)evel2 waspale brown(10YR 63) clay with small
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